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Center for Narrative Practice 

Manifesta 14 Prishtina seeks to establish a unique, ongoing institution at the former Hivzi 

Sylejmani Library: the Centre for Narrative Practice. Drawing on the desires and needs 

articulated by citizens in consultations conducted by the team of Manifesta, the emergent 

institution aims to conserve and incorporate the history of the building by restoring it in a 

manner mindful of its heritage and by maintaining its character as a library, as a welcoming 

public site of knowledge acquisition and exchange. Envisaged as a long-term community-

based project, the Centre for Narrative Practice is designed to gradually and collaboratively 

bring forth a place of study, learning, activity and conviviality that is shaped and cared for by 

the people who use it. The key objective of the Centre for Narrative Practice is to provide the 

resources and tools to explore, teach, share, transfer multiple forms of narrative practice.  

The Centre of Narrative Practice consciously and proactively challenges the assumption that 

artistic thinking and practices are the domain of the privileged few. It seeks to strengthen the 

arts, cultural and public sector by providing much needed spaces, facilities, tools, equipment 

and skills to all.  

By foregrounding social and cultural practices that bring forth new stories, such as resistance, 

repair, arts, activism, care, research, memory, ecology, reconciliation or speculation, the 

centre aims to unite, to empower, to sensitise, to heal individuals and groups through 

storytelling. 

Insofar as it places co-creative narrative practice at the very centre of its mission, the 

emergent institution functions as the nucleus of Manifesta 14 Prishtina. All other 

components of the programme take their bearings from the questions raised and the 

narrative strategies explored here at this site of collaborative experimental and 

multidisciplinary learning. 

 

Audience 

The Centre of Narrative Practice is positioned in the middle of the city of Prishtina. It is readily 

accessible to many groups, though it will be necessary to perform considerable outreach to 

engage audiences living beyond the city centre and in other regions of Kosovo. Beginning in 

the neighbourhood it will endeavour to use its diverse programme to extend the network 

outwards to other regions. The aim is to simultaneously work to build up international 

networks to mitigate the isolation experienced by people in Kosovo by creating and sharing 

stories.  

The establishment and maintenance of a common ground in both a structural, spatial and 

programming sense play a pivotal role. The Centre for Narrative Practice seeks the active 

participation of collaborators in designing and implementing elements of the main 

programme and formats. This means working closely with the arts, culture and science 

communities. These consist of various cultural workers and scientists, such as researchers, 

managers, academics, curators, artists, students and civil society organisations. The garden, 

café, reference library, online radio and workshop spaces enable the interactions and 

collaborations to take place in different mediums and catering to different demographics.  
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With its oasis-like ambiance it seeks to attract people from different parts of Prishtina to 

assemble there. In its ideal format, the hospitality of the café and common workspace. 

With the capacity to hold meetings on civic engagement and communities’ concerns, the 

library is well placed to nurture social encounter and engagement in a restful, hospitable 

environment. 

 

Spaces and its activities at the Center for Narrative Practice  

 

Reference Library 

The open-shelf thematic reference library contains books on contemporary discourses from 

universalism to the commons, from ecology to economics. Library users are encouraged to 

request publications to participate in building the collection.  

 

Exhibition Spaces  

In the small exhibition spaces exhibitions of small-scale art forms can be presented. While 

one exhibition space will be dedicated to archive making and displaying, the other will 

present small-scale art forms.  

 

Meeting Rooms 

Local cultural groups are given the facilities to hold meetings and use the facilities.  

 

Makinig Spaces 

The making spaces are situated in the rear building.  One is dedicated to printing, 

bookbinding and book conservation, and the other to general construction and assembling 

with tools for wood, metal, painting, recuperating and as many activities as creatives can 

think. They will be equipped and activated with workshops during Manifesta 14. 

 

Education Space: Oaza 

On the side of the Hivzi Sylejmani Library, the new institution houses the Education and 

Community Space of Manifesta. In order to create a tailor-made programme which is 

relevant to the local community, the weekly activities will be based on two research 

projects implemented by the Education Department in the pre-biennial period.  The space 

will try to serve the interests of the general community, schools in the vicinity and 

specifically inhabitants.   

 

Screening Rooms 
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Films and video works by artists from Kosovo are presented in a loop through the day inside 

the library in a small exhibition space. In the garden and the education space larger 

screenings take place on selected evenings.  

 

Media Studio 

Experienced podcasters mentor aspiring practitioners in podcast and radio production. The 

podcasts, interviews and features produced are aired and available on demand on radio 

Manifesta. 

 

Children’s Space 

A miniature exhibition space lined with shelves and cabinets and drawers contains objects 

which can be selected and arranged into thematic cultural history exhibitions by small 

groups of children (and adults).     

 

Garden 

The garden is a site of conviviality and learning. It will host communal garden activities and 

workshops to share knowledge about ecosystems and the way plants communicate and co-

exist. The community will actively engage in tending and nurturing the garden and choosing 

the plants that grow there.  

The garden will be used for events such as screenings, workshops, performances, readings 

and meetings of local groups. Wide wooden stairs leading into the garden can be used to 

stage performances, for people to sit on to watch screenings, read, talk, rest or daydream. 

A café in the garden will be run by a local business. It is for all the community and is 

considered part of the programme. The kitchen will also be used for preparing food events 

and cooking workshops in the garden.  

 

Activation programme 

During Manifesta 14 a curated programme will activate the Centre of Narrative Practice. 

The programme consists of 8 projects, 4 workshops and 7 thematic weekends.  

The projects and workshops focus on various narrative practices from archiving to creative 

writing, from printing to podcasting, radio production and cooking.  

The thematic weekends focus on the 7 themes of Manifesta. Each weekend one of the 

themes is explored. These include transition, migration, water, capital, love, ecology and 

speculation. Each thematic weekend consists of 1 panel discussion, 2 lectures, 1 

performance, 2 film screenings and a food event. In August there will be a concert instead 

of the second film. 
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